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Twelve Tribes member Ben
Shimon pours beeswax into
molds for haney paot lids, The
community supports itself largely
through the sale of handcrafted
furnlture and beeswax products.

Disciples
maintain
a life of
simplicity
Despite controversy;
group lives quietly

By MATT STEARNS
The Kansas City Stare

WARSAW, Mo. — tHere in central
Missouri, members of the Twelve
Tribes religious group welcome
visitors with gentle smiles and qul-
et conversation.

They break from dipping
beeswax candles and baking
bread to explain why they live the
way thry do: separately, simply, at
odds with the wider culture —
and, in some places, authorities.

Although their Missouri neigh-
bors have had few complaints, in
other states, at other times, Twelve
Tribes members have been char-
acterized as cultists, child abusets
and anti-Semites and have spent
years confronting public ridicule
and prosecutorial zeal.

They hope their explanation
(alls on sympathetic cars. If it does
not. they make no apologics.

“The devil always tells lies about
the truth,” said Michael Skinner,
an elder of Twelve Tribes, which
derives its name from the Old Tes-
tament.

Twwelve Tribes has about 2,500
members. The group, whose faith
is based on its interpretation of the
Bible, has headquarters in Ver-
mont and several outposts around
the world. Most of its members
live in the northeast United States.
Members often move among
Tribes communitics.

See TRIBES, B-12
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By CHRISTINE VENDEL
The Kansas City Star

Drunken driving arrests declined
in Kansas City for last year's first 11
months despite a new Missouri law
that made it easler to charge intoxi-
cated motorists.

Police officials attributed the
drop to a shortage of officers who
specialize in amresting drunken dri-
vers and to a shortage of patrol offl-
cers. This year they are trying to get

KC drunken driving arrests drop

Police Department cites officer shortage

more officers on the DUI squad
and will deploy officers to get more
arrests,

Through November, Kansas City
police arrested 1,910 drivers on
drunken driving charges, a drop of
14 percent from the same time in
2000. Year-end statistics were un-
available,

The most recent numbers con-

——

tinued a trend since 1992 that
showed drunken driving arrests
falling. Authorities attributed some
of the decline to Increased aware-
ness about alcohol's danger.

Last year’s drop, however, sur-
prised officials.

They expected a 10 percent to 20
percent Increase In axvests with the
new law. The measure, which went

into effect in August, lowered the le-
gal blood alcohol limit to .08 per-
cent from, 10 percent.

For the entire year, the DUl unit
was below strength, which caught
the attention of the Heartland
chapter of Mothers Against Drunk
Driving,

Chapter Presldent Lela McDully
said the police unit needed more
officers.

See ARRESTS, B-2
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State’s ‘No. 1 cave guy’
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Decp inside Tumbling Creck Cave, Tom Aley changes a dye-trapping
charcoal filter that will help him determine the source and quality of  of underground ecosystems,
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KEITH APVLRS/ The kanaas Ciry Stas

the water that streams through his cave. Aley Is a ploncer inthe study

Missourian pioneers study of underground world

By BILL GRAHAM
The Kansas City Star

PROTEM. Mo. — The Tum-
bling Creck cavesnail, no bigger
than a grain of sand, owes its
carthly survival to Tom and
Cathy Aley.

Their lifetime study of caves
and underground water systems
led to the tiny creature’s discovery
and later the realization that the
species was vanishing On Dec. 27
the snail was given immediate

protection on the federal endan-
gered species list, Earlier in De-
cember, it was placed on the Mis-
souri endangered species list.

Yet cavesnails are only a tiny
part of the Aleys' pioncering
work that experts say has wotld-
wide impact on how landowners,

water suppliers and sci-
entists vicw land and under-
ground water systemns.

Somehow, though, Tom Aley
views himself as the debtor.

"I get a great deal of enjoyment

out of this, and it's been very
good to me,” Aley, 63, said re-
cently as he tumed over rocks to
look for cavesnails in a stream
tumbling melodically throu
the dark passages of the cave he
owns. “I'm trying to retumn that
favor.”

His way of paying back is in-
vesting 35 years and $1.4 million
in the Ozark Underground Labo-
ratory. cast of Branson in Tancey
County. At the heart is the Aleys’
Tumbling Creck Cave and 2,500

acres of land that drains watcr in-
to iL. Paying the bills are some of
the most sophisticated laborato-
tics in the wotld for tracing un-
derground water fow with Ouo-
rescent dyes..

The tracing detcrinines the di-
rection, location and speed of
water flow, useful in preventing
pollution in underwater drinking
supplies or in fragile cave and

spring ecosystems.
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SIGN
OF THE TIMES

Opal Hoke never thought patri-
g;lsm could cause so much trou-

e.

A week after the terrorist at-
tacks, she and her husband, Ben-
ny, placed a large, yellow-and-
green lighted sign on their front
lawn. The slgn, measuring about
4 feet by 5 feet, sits on Iloke's
property a few feet back (rom a
heavily traveled stretch of road. It
reads: “United We Stand, Pray for
America.”

Now the city of Independence
has sent the Hokes a letter telling
them the sign violates city regula-

. tions. They must remove it or face.
. 05500 fine and possible jail time.

Larry Minarik, planning direc-
tor in the city’s community devel-

. opment department, sald a com-

plaint about the sign started sev-

cral contacts with the Hokes.
Lighted signs are not allowed at

Independence residences. M-

. narik sald he has agreed to drop

the matter if the Hokes unplug
the lights and take the sign down
within 60 days of Jan. 1.

Opal Hoke said she would like

- to keep the sign until all U.S.

troops are home and the war is
over.

Her husband says he believes
he has figured out a way to stand
by his principles, cven if it means
a litde cat and mouse with the
city.

*I already spoke to a neighbor
of mine. We figure I can sell him
the sign at the end of GO days, and
he can put it in his yard for GO
days,” he said. That way we are all

happy.”

CODE OF CONDUCT

This took an official act?

Missouri Senate leaders have
adopted a code of conduct for
staffers, which they touted as a
first in Missouri history:.

The conduct code includes re-
strictions on staffers using their
]hob for ;.wr.:.aun.;:ll;I gafchx;{glngng ;')}ub*
iC property of ing off on their
dutics, among other things.

As a general principle, the code
says Scnate staffers “shall ap-
proach their dutics with a positive
attitude.”

Which gives tise to the obvious
question: What were they doing
before?

To achieve true justice, hold accountable those truly at fault

n the paper the other day there
was a story abotit a weather-
man in Rio de Janeiro who
could face ariminal charges and jail
time fut getting a forecast wiong.
The meteorologist.aveteranof35
yearsin the business. predicted that
acold front would dumpheavy
rainsonacity traumatized
by recent floods. But the front dissi-
pated, the dossnpour didnt come,
and Rio's nayorwants the poor dev-
il prosecuted
That may sound abit harsh, since
divining the weather isas muchart
asscience. But the idea of account-
ability for one’s errorsdocshavea
certainappeal
Yearsago,lgaveasumofmoney
toastockbroker. Innot muchmore
thanayvear. hemade it disappeat —
imvesting invacationcampe?
homes aweekafter the OPECoil

embargo, then sinking what wasleft
inproductionofamoviewhose aw-
fulnessstillislegend morethan 20
)'c-lia:’slalcn

mylasting tegret, 1 did nothing
— justlicked mywounds and went
on. But surely the rascal deserved at
leastwhat the Rio weatherman
scems likelytoget.

Ithought oftga.dmmhgdmc
tragic stoticso empioyees
whose savings, lockedinshares of
Enton stock, went upinsmoke, al-
thoughthetop officets secemtohave
gottenout withmillionsbeforethe

company’s collapse.

And Ithoughtofitagainwhenl
sawrecently thatthelargest US.
meat ptocessot, Tyson FoodsInc.,
had been charped in (edetal court
with conspiring to transport undoc-
umented tsintothe coun-

tryandhelping thern getbogus

ntire service and/or content portions thereof are copyrighted by NewsBank and/or its content providers.
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C.W. GUSEWELLE

wourk papers

Aurthorities say the practice s
commoninthemeat-packingin-
dustry. Thei tlaborersare
willingtotoil forone-third of the
wage that the plants used to pay
union wotkers. Oftentheyreceive
no benefits. and they are powerless
tocomplainabout work-

ing conditions,

Itsreported thatsome of the com-
panics actively solicit for undocu-
mented wotkers, advertisingonthe
radio and employing smugglersto
bring newhiresacosstheborder.
Estimates bave put the numbersin
thehundreds of thousands.
Raidsmﬂmplamsbh:n;rmdlcd
inmanyimmigrants being sent
back to their home countries, but
the effort to stemthe flovw — mostly
from Mexicoand Guatemnala —is

bythemeat
that profit from cheaplabor, and by
civil rights advocates who say Latin

Amerticans arcunfairtymadetar-
pets.
Even the Department of Agricul-

ture, it docs not sanction
breaking thelaw admits thatthein-
dustry like other segments of U S.
agrfculture, is critically dependent
onforeignlabor.

My misadventure with the broker
isfarinthe past. And the Rioweath-
crmanwillhavetosort things out for
himself. Butonthe knotty issue of
undocumented packing-house
wotkers, a possible remedy cothes
immediatelytomind

Thatis.give theones alreadyin
the country greencardsand othet
themtoremnain hereand work legal-
Iy

And depott pennanently to Mexi-
coand Guatemalathe CEOs and
other top exceutives of the compa-
nies thatbrought themin.

Granted, it might be atad diffi-
culttoget thatlawwrittenonthe
books. But I guaranteeit would
cause the offenderstorethink their
hiting practices overnight.

Sometimesthe best solutiontoa
problemisthesimplestone

RUFFLED
FEATHERS

Ovetland Park's convention cen-
ter is supposed to be a boon for
the city's economy when it opens
in December.

So it's casy to understand why
some Ovetland Patk officials were
chagrined when their city was left
off a list of local attractions on a {li-
et promoting & Sheraton Hotel
and the adjacent centet.

Put together by the hotel's mar-
keting dircctor, the flier listed Mis-
souti locales such as Worlds of
Fun, Union Station and the Coun-
try Club Plaza.

The flict also noted Leawood's
Town Center Plaza. Not men-
tioned was Overland Park’s own
Oak Park Mall.

Ovetland Park officials brought
the issue to the attention of Shera-
ton operators. who have since
swapped Town Center Plaza for
Qak Park Mall on subsequent
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TRIBES: Religious community
lives quietly in Missouri town

Continued from B-1

About 50 disciples, as they call
themselves, live in Warsaw, a town of
about 2,000. About half the thembers
of Warsaw's Twelve Tribes communi-
ty are children, most 6 or younger.

They moved here in 1998 after nine
years in St. Joseph, where they oper-
ated a downtown cafe.

“People wanted to know the recipe
ior our salad dressing, and where we
got our music,” Skinner said. “But no
one was like, ‘What about the hope
that’s within your heart?’ It sceimed
like a matter of faith. It seemed our
time was over in St. Joseph.”

Here, disciples are renovating the
two-story Osage Hotel, on the Ben-

| ton County Courthouse square. They

|

plan to open a cafe there when the
mnmndon is complete.
One block down Main Strect they

( sell organic foods at the Common
1' Sensc Market. Behind the store, inan

l

old shed, they make willow and hick-
ory chairs tlmt are sold at other
Twelve Tribes stores in the country,
and in secular retail stores in Mis-
souri, On a hill outside town, many
live in a big farmhouse on 2% acres.

Local authorities have viewed
Twelve Tribes, during its 10-plus
years in Missouri, as completely law-
abiding, if a bit odd. After some initial
suspiclon {n Warsaw, relations are
good between the Twelve Tribes and
locals.

“They absolutely do not bother
anybody,” said Benton County Sher-
iff Gary Friar. “They’re model citizens.
They’rc polite. They don't seem mili-
tant.”

Others, thou%h.
say the Twelve
Tribes’ lifestyle
and bellef system
are more sinister.
Accusations  of
mistreatment of
children at other
Twelve Tribes lo-
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JIM BARCUS/The Kansas City Star
Twelve Tribes clder Kevin Carlin
says group members “want to
love each ather, be together, and
glorify Gad by the way we are."

His father declined comment,
through Carlin,

Carlin questioned some details of
Jones' recollection but acknowl-
edged “something unpleasant hap-
pened in St. )uscph and called It a

“grave aberration.”

“The leaders responsible for it were
removed from authority,” Carlin said. -
“Itwas a real mess.”

He added that Jones' brothers did
not dwell on the experience, and he
questioned Jones' ctarent motives.

“Ie newrma!lymlkodabaut those
things here,” Carlin said. “But when
he got out of the
community, all of
a sudden it be-
came a big deal to
him.”

Missouri au-
thorities never al-
leged a crime oc-
curred in the St.

_ cations have 5 fs‘z‘:i_, _1 Josephincident.
dogged the group e | Disciples readily
for nearly two the Ozarks | concede they use
decades. . corporal punish-

Bill Mehr, a for- ... | mentto discipline
e X oy il e
c M .

| who now lives In | curg
upstate New York, | 7 *“Yes, we do dis-
likened his five- | ' cipline our chil-

{ Yyear experience |’ + dren, wedohomes

+ withthegrouptoa : . school them, we
Marine boot IUIIN(..SOI*L\'SLIrﬂwunu‘u:; su  do try to keep the
‘camp, world away from

S o — —

“They intentionally break you
down,” Mehr said, “so they can mold
you into aunit.”

Past problems

Many of the group’s more contro-
versial beliefs can be found in its
pamphlets, which members distrib-
ute at the Warsaw store.

A recent article declared “politi-
clans who rally different races to be
one are forerunners of the an-
tichrist.”

Another publication declared:
“Murder is the very crime which the
Jews are still for”

Kevin Carlin, another Tribes elder.
said thewritings must be understood
through abiblical context.

“We believe that God divided peo-
ple into nations and tongues and
races, and that generally speaking,
peace has prevailed among the hu-
man race when these people have
kept to themselves,” Carlin said.

Such writings caused the group to

be banned from a British music festi-  paper route. Children younger than
val where in recent years they had 16 who work during the school year
served food and tea, provided first-  are supposed to have work cenifi-
ald services and ov cates signed by the superintendent
Among the legal problems faced by of the school district in which they
Twelve Tribes over the years, many  reside.
stern from the alleged mistreatment . The superintendent of the Warsaw
of children. School District has never signed a
In 1984, Vermont authoritics raid-  work certificate for a Twelve Tribes
ed several of the groupshomesinthe  child, said Claudia Gott, the superin-
town of Island Pond and removed  tendent's assistant.
112 children after allegationsof child ~ Gott said students who work at fast
abuse sutfaced. The charges were  food restaurants generally request
dropped, and the children retumed the work certificates. There have
to the community. been three requests for them this
In 1998, a Connecticut couple who  year, out of more than 200 students
were members of Twelve Tribes  in the ninth and 10th grades at \War-
pleaded guilty to misdemeanor  sawligh School
m for disdpliﬁ::x;ng their chil-
ST il R B inch Harmful customs?
Noah Jones, 19, recalls frequent  The group has other customs that
arxd scvere beatings during his child-  sotme construe as harmful
hood in Tivehe Tribes, which incdbud- ~ Members are to share
ed some time in Missouri. their possessions with the group —
“T've been disciplined since Iwas 2 including all the money they have
years old,” he said, “spanked witha  when they join. Catlin cites Acts 432
rod every day until [ was like, 14. Six  as the rationale: “The whole group of
or seven times aday” those who believed were of one heart
When hewas 9. Jones sald, hewas  and soul, and no one claimed private
locked in abasement foramonthat  ovwnership of any ons, but
the group's home in St. Joseph. given  everything they owned was held in
one meal a day and abucket touse  common.”
as a tollet. 1is 7and 12,re-  Within the community, members
ceived the same punishment, are known by Hebrew names be-
It was discipline, he was told, for  stowed by the group, rather than
their sins. their given names. The names are
. Later, Jones was sent to a Tivelve  meant to reflect the personalities of
Tribes home in Boston, and his the people to whom they are given,
brothers to Island Pond, scparated  Skinner said
from their parents for a yeat. For many cults, such re-naming
Jones left the group in February  serves another purpose, said Marc
and has since been about  Petrowsky. a sociologist who is co-
the group's treatment of children. author of a book on cults in Americx
T i R A Y e N 2 L R GRS LA R A

them,” Skinner said. “But you have to
En&e the tree by its fruit....1f they're
dnd to strangers, hard-working peo-
ple. then leave us alone.”

In September, New York authord-
ties fined Twvelve Tribes $2,000 for vi-
olating state child labor laws In an
upstate community. According to the
NewYork State Department of Labor,
two 15-year-olds worked as laborers

in aTwelve Tribes factory.
Twelve Tribes {s appealing the fine.
The publicity surounding the New

York investigation cost Twehe Tribes
contracts to sell its handmade wares
through Estee Lauder and Robert
Redford’s Sundance catal

Children at many Twelve Tribes
communities, including Warsmw, oc-
casionally woik in the craft arcas —
but in a wholly nonharmful way,
Skinner said.

In Missouri, however. the child la-
bor law says no child younger than
14 is supposed to work at all. other
than in the entertainment industry,
ona farm, in child care or on a news-

© This entire service and/or content portions thereof are copyrighted by NewsBank and/or its content providers.

On the Weh

Go to The Staronline at
Kansascity.com for easy access
to the Twelve Tribes' Web site.

It helps strip members of thelr past
{dentitics.

Elbert Eugene Spriggs founded
what became the Twelve Tribes in
Chattanooga, Tenn., in 1972, It was ¢
reaction against a mainstream Chris-
tianity that Spriggs believed had be-

come too reconciled with modemn

culture, too removed from biblical
tcachings.

“We honor him as a teacher, and
trust his insight into the Word,” Car-
lin said.

Group members view Spriggs as
an apastle, sald Mchr, the former
member.

“They belicve so decply in his
apostleship they believe that what
comes out of his mouth is from
God,” Mehr said. “They call him the
Anointed One."

The group supports itself through
cafes and the sale of its products,
such as the candles and furnjture
produced in Warsaw. Disciples in
Warsaw also hire out for carpentry
and small-scale construction work.
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" JIM BARGUS/ The Knnsas Chty Star

Children raised in the Twelve Tribes community are homeschooled and largely sheltered from the outside
world. About half of the 50 Twelve Tribes members in Warsaw, Mo,, are children, most 6 years old or younger.

While Twelve Tribes communities
deal regularly with the outside world
through their businesses, they do live
a scparate existence, home-school-
ing thelr children and usually living
cammumlly in large houses — and
preventing outside influences from
reaching Tribes members.

In a Twelve Tribes newsletter, one

woman described her family's at-
tempt to persuade her to leave. The
effort failed, and the woman wrote:
“Obviously, my mother (and the oth-
crs) arc pawns of the evil one,
trapped in his kingdom, thinking the
worst. I was very thankf{ul to be dri-
ven home to my covenant friends
when the ordeal ended.”

Said Carlin, as he sipped a cup of

organic tea in the Warsaw store, “Ul-
timately we want to love each ather,
be tugcthcr. and glorify God by the
waywe are.”

To reach Matt Stearns, call
(816) 234-4435 or send e-mail
to mstearns@kcestar.com.
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